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PHIL100 – 17H – ETHICS AS INTRODUCTION TO PHILOSOPHY – HONORS 
 
Instructor: Dr. Timothy L. Brownlee 
E-Mail: brownleet@xavier.edu  
Office Location: Hinkle Hall 228 
Office Phone: 513 745 3697 
Office Hours: Monday 2-3PM & Thursday 11:30AM-12:30PM or by appointment 
Class Meeting Time: TR 8:30-9:45AM, Hailstones 9 
Section Number: 17H 
 
Note: Please include the course and section number in the subject line of any email correspondence. 
 
COURSE AIMS 
 The central aim of this course is to understand what makes a human life good.  We shall ask which 
lives are worth living and why, and whether leading a good life requires asking these questions in the first 
place. 
 The point of departure for our inquiry into the human good will be Plato’s Republic.  In the Republic, 
Socrates argues that the good life is one that is lived in accordance with the demands of justice, and we will 
investigate, in some detail, Socrates’ arguments for this important claim.  However, we will also engage with 
the challenges to Socrates’ view raised by David Hume, Immanuel Kant, and John Stuart Mill.  We will focus 
on relevant similarities and differences between their accounts of the human good and that of Plato.  We shall 
focus specifically on questions concerning the role that justice plays in constituting the good life for human 
beings. 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 
 As long as there have been human beings, justice has been a question—its nature, its forms, and its 
very possibility. By studying classic works of philosophy, especially Plato’s Republic, you will examine 
different views on justice and human goodness, tracing them back to the principles on which they depend, and 
reflect critically on these principles. You will also develop your ability to identify, understand and critique a 
variety of ethical issues. Finally, you will be introduced to other basic human questions and philosophical ways 
of thinking about them. 
 The course is part of the Ethics/Religion and Society sequence. Consistent with the mission of Xavier 
University as a Jesuit, Catholic university rooted in the liberal arts tradition, the Ethics/Religion and Society 
(E/RS) sequence of courses provides a basis for you to become intellectually, morally and spiritually educated 
individuals capable of critical reflection on ethical and religious questions of social significance from the 
perspective of multiple disciplines with unique methods. Through the E/RS elective, you will develop a more 
proficient and durable ability to reflect critically on ethical and/or religious questions of social significance.  
 This course is part of the Xavier Core Curriculum, which aims to develop people of learning and 
reflection, integrity and achievement, in solidarity for and with others. The course addresses the following core 
learning objectives at the introductory level:  
1a: Students recognize and cogently discuss significant questions in the humanities, arts, and the natural and social 
sciences. 
2a: Students find, evaluate, and logically convey information and ideas in written and oral presentations. 
3a: Students identify and critically assess multiple dimensions of an ethical issue in an attempt to reach a conclusion. 
4a: Students describe and examine the multifaceted character of society and how the inclusion of different 
perspectives can influence one’s worldview. 
4b: Students discuss and evaluate what constitutes human wellness. 
5a: Students examine the diverse, complex, and interdependent nature of people in the world. 
6a: Students investigate the root causes of injustice with compassion and academic rigor. 
 
REQUIRED WORKS 
Hume, David.  Enquiry Concerning the Principles of Morals.  Ed. J. B. Schneewind.  Indianapolis, IN: 
Hackett, 1983.*** 
Kant, Immanuel.  “An Answer to the Question ‘What is Enlightenment?’” Perpetual Peace and Other Essays.  
Trans. Ted Humphrey.  Indianapolis, IN: Hackett, 1983. [available online] 
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---.  Grounding for the Metaphysics of Morals.  Trans. James Ellington.  Indianapolis, IN: Hackett, 1993.*** 
Mill, John Stuart.  Utilitarianism, 2nd Ed.  Ed. George Sher.  Indianapolis, IN: Hackett, 2001.*** 
Plato. Republic.  Trans. C. D. C. Reeve.  Indianapolis, IN: Hackett, 2004.*** 
Singer, Peter. “Equality for Animals?”  Practical Ethics, 2nd Ed.  New York: Cambridge, 55-82.  [available 
online] 
***Available at the university bookstore. Please purchase these editions and translations in hard copy. 
 
GRADE BREAKDOWN 
1st argument analysis paper  10% 
2nd argument analysis paper  10% 
Short paper    20% 
Midterm examination   20% 
Final examination   20% 
Quizzes     10% 
Minutes and Participation  10% 
 
PAPERS 
Students will be required to write two argument analysis papers (2-3 pages each), and one short paper (4-6 
pages). Lists of questions will be distributed in lecture at least one week prior to the argument analysis paper 
due dates, and two weeks prior to the short paper due date. The aim of these papers is to provide an indication 
of the extent to which you understand the works that we study in the course. For this reason, they will be 
primarily exegetical (or interpretive). You will be asked to restate, in your own words, the position of the 
author under question on a specific issue, and the argument that that author puts forth to defend that view. The 
instructor will be happy to discuss the criteria on the basis of which these papers will be assessed during office 
hours. 
 Consultation of secondary sources (i.e. anything but the text under consideration) is strongly 
discouraged. 
 Papers should be typed and submitted to the relevant link on the course Canvas site at the start of class 
on the due date provided on the assignment sheet.  Papers submitted after class begins will be deemed late.  
Late papers are subject to a deduction of 1/3 grade points per day for up to three days.  Papers not yet 
submitted after three days will not be accepted, and the student will be awarded a grade of “F” for that 
assignment.  
Students are required to maintain a digital backup of all submitted work until the end of the semester.  
The instructor reserves the right to request a digital copy of any work submitted by the student. 
ALL STUDENTS MUST COMPLETE ALL PAPER ASSIGNMENTS. STUDENTS WHO FAIL TO 
DO SO WILL RECEIVE A GRADE OF “F” IN THE COURSE. 
 
EXAMINATIONS 
The midterm and final examinations will concern substantive issues covered in the course. The final 
examination will be cumulative. Students will receive a handout outlining the examination structure and format 
roughly two weeks prior to the scheduled date.   
 
QUIZZES 
Students will complete quizzes through the course Canvas site. Quizzes will become available Thursdays at 
2:15PM and remain available until 11:59PM the following Monday. They will concern material from the prior 
week’s readings and class discussions, and the readings for the Tuesday following the quiz. The aim of the 
quizzes will be to test student familiarity with the materials covered in the readings and in the study questions 
posted on the course web site.  Students are, of course, expected to keep up with the course readings. 
 
MINUTES AND PARTICIPATION 
This portion of your grade will be assigned based on two factors: Your presentation of the “minutes” once over 
the course of the semester, and your regular participation in class. 
MINUTES 
Each student is required, at least once over the course of the semester, to give the “minutes” for the previous 
class.  This requires restating, in general terms, the central points which we discussed, and raising one or two 
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significant questions concerning the previous class’s material.  Students should work to produce a synoptic 
account of the material, focusing on the broad issues of significance, and avoid simply rehearsing, point by 
point, the previous class’s discussion.  Questions should help to focus our understanding of the questions 
raised, and to spur discussion.  
PARTICIPATION 
This portion of your grade will be based on the frequency with which you provide valuable contributions to 
class discussion, which includes asking relevant or cogent questions, as well as your general attentiveness and 
engagement with the course material.  Since much of the class will proceed by discussion of specific passages 
in the course texts it is imperative that you bring the week’s readings to class with you. 
 
TOPICS COVERED 
Note that the schedule provided in this document constitutes a rough outline of the specific schedule.  
Students are required to consult the course website through the My Courses tab of the Canvas course website 
for detailed breakdowns of the week’s readings.  These breakdowns will be updated weekly and will include 
suggested study questions. They are available on the “Modules” page of the Canvas site. 
 Materials listed in the following schedule that do not appear on the required texts list will be available 
on the course Canvas site. 
Weeks 1-7: Fischer and McWilliams, “When vegans won’t compromise” (available online); Plato, Republic I-
IV (First paper questions distributed Thursday, September 10; First paper due Thursday, September 17; 
Midterm examination Tuesday, October 6; Holiday Thursday, October 8, class does not meet) 
Weeks 8-10: Hume, Enquiry Concerning the Principles of Morals (Second paper questions distributed 
Tuesday, October 20; Second paper due Tuesday, October 27) 
Weeks 10-12: Kant, Grounding for the Metaphysics of Morals (Third paper questions distributed Tuesday, 
November 10) 
Weeks 12-14: Mill, Utilitarianism I, II, V; Singer, “Equality for Animals” (Third paper due Thursday, 
November 24; Holiday Thursday, November 26, class does not meet) 
Weeks 15-16: Plato, Republic V-VII (final exam review session Thursday, December 10) 
Week 17: Final examination Tuesday, December 15, 8:30-10:20AM 
 
COURSE POLICIES  
ATTENDANCE 
Attendance in class is mandatory.  Students are expected to arrive promptly at the start of class, prepared actively to 
engage with the course material.   
 Students are permitted up to four (4) absences per semester.  Every two times a student is late to class, they 
will have one absence counted against this total.  After the fourth absence, each successive class missed will result 
in a final grade reduction of 0.3 grade points.  For example, a student who has earned the grade of B but missed 5 
classes would receive a B-, one who has missed 6 classes would receive a C+, and so on. 
 Any classes missed due to otherwise-sanctioned university activity, minor illness, or any other reason will 
count against this total of four absences. Students who anticipate missing a number of classes for any of these 
reasons should take special care to attend otherwise. Exceptions will be issued only in order to observe a religious 
holiday. 
 In the event of extreme illness, it is imperative that students make arrangements to meet with the professor 
to discuss their ability to complete the minimum requirements of the course.  While I am willing to make 
arrangements to enable students to complete the course successfully, in the event that the student has missed a 
significant portion of the class, it may be impossible for them to complete the course.  Concerned students should 
contact the professor as soon as possible. 
 
A special note for student athletes: Each class missed by a student athlete to participate in a sanctioned athletic event 
will count as an absence. Student athletes will have the number of permitted absences raised above four if it is 
necessary to accommodate their scheduled events. However, this entails that they need to be especially careful not to 
miss additional, unnecessary classes. Frequent attendance is absolutely essential for student athletes to keep up with 
the remainder of the class.   
 Equally importantly, student athletes should, in no way, go out of their way to inform the instructor of their 
performance issues in other classes, or indicate what grade they “need” from this course in order to continue playing 
the sport in which they choose to participate.  The instructor is aware of the university policies regulating student 
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athlete academic performance, and regards any efforts to influence his assessment of student performance in the 
course as highly inappropriate. 
 
CLASSROOM ETIQUETTE 
Students are expected to arrive for class on time and prepared to contribute actively to the class discussion.  Timely 
arrival and preparedness include addressing bodily needs (such as snacking and restroom use) prior to the start of 
class. 
Use of electronic devices of any kind in class is prohibited, except in cases of documented need. 
Obviously unacceptable in-class behaviors include: internet viewing, text-messaging, napping, and 
conversation of issues not related to the class discussion.  
 
ACADEMIC HONESTY 
The Xavier University  Catalog states (http://www.xavier.edu/registrar/ugrd_policies.html#Academic_honesty): 
“The pursuit of truth demands high standards of personal honesty.  Academic and professional life requires a trust 
based on integrity of the written and spoken word.  Accordingly, violations of certain standards of behavior will not 
be tolerated at Xavier University.  These include theft, cheating, plagiarism, unauthorized assistance in assignments 
and tests, unauthorized copying of computer software, the falsification of results and materials submitted in reports 
or admission and registration documents, and the falsification of any academic records including letters of 
recommendation. 
 “All work submitted for academic evaluation must be the student’s own.  Certainly, the activities of other 
scholars will influence all students.  However, the direct and unattributed use of another’s efforts is prohibited as is 
the use of any work untruthfully submitted as one’s own. 
 “Penalties for violations of this policy may include one or more of the following: a zero for that assignment 
or test, an ‘F’ in the course, and expulsion from the University.  The dean of the college in which the student is 
enrolled is to be informed in writing of all such incidents, though the teacher has the full authority to assign the 
grade for the assignment, test, or course.” 
 Plagiarism of any kind will not be tolerated.  The instructor requires that students submit their written work 
both in hard copy to the instructor on the due date and to TURNITIN (http://www.turnitin.com). 
 All students must complete the plagiarism tutorial on the library web site in advance of the due date for 
their first paper.  Links to this tutorial can be found on the course web site in the first week of class. 
 
CRITERIA FOR ASSESSMENT OF WRITTEN WORK 
The Philosophy Department has adopted the following standards for the evaluation of all forms of written work: 
 
A = Work that not merely fully and accurately reproduces class discussion, the main thread in the argument or the 
major philosophical significance under discussion, but which goes beyond these and indicates a contribution of the 
student, giving evidence of a deeper understanding of the material in question. 
 
B = Work that shows a more or less complete and exact understanding of the issues, texts and/or arguments as 
explained in class, clearly and logically formulated, but without advancing beyond these explanations. 
 
C = Work that shows a basic understanding of the material but with errors, omissions and confusions of either a 
formal or contextual nature. 
 
D = Work that shows a minimal acquaintance with the material, or serious logical or conceptual flaws in 
formulating responses to the question raised, the argument at issue, or the philosophical text under discussion. 
 
F = Work that indicates inadequate acquaintance with texts, issues, or ideas with little or no valid argumentation; or 
the work is handed in beyond the point of acceptance or else plagiarized. Cases of plagiarism, which involves the 
use of published work or other written material without proper citation, must be given a ‘0’. 
